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The 2012 average corn and soybean yields for counties and districts 
in Iowa were released in late 
February 2013. This information 
is collected by USDA’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service 
(NASS) each year using the 
December Agricultural Survey 
and County Agricultural 
Production Survey. Through the 
Ag Decision Maker website, we 
provide this data in Information 
Files A1-12 and A1-13, Historical 
Yields by County, which show 
county averages from 2003 
through 2012. This information 
is helpful for seeing trends in 
yields over the past 10 years. 
Information File A1-14, Iowa 
Corn and Soybean Yields, also 
shows the 10-year average yield, 
and the year and yield results 
for the highest and lowest years 
for each county in the past 
10 years. This information is 
helpful in developing corn and 
soybean budgets, cash-fl ow 
projections or other types of 
analysis for producers in which 
the actual production history is 
not available. The crop yields are 
reported in bushels per harvested 
acre; some programs such as 
Average Crop Revenue Election 
(ACRE) use bushels per planted 
acre. 
NASS conducts the December 
Agricultural Survey (DAS) 
each year to establish state and 
national estimates of row crops 
such as corn and soybeans. The 
County Agricultural Production 
Survey is also conducted each 
year to collect data that are 
combined with the DAS data and 
used to establish the county level 
yields. Each year, a combined 
15,000 randomly selected 
operators in Iowa are interviewed 
for these surveys. The operator 
reports the whole farm’s planted 
and harvested acreage, yield and 
production for corn, soybeans 
and hay. They also are asked to 
report acres rented from someone 
else. Other crops such as wheat 
and oats are collected earlier in 
the year.
The data are collected using 
several methods: mail, telephone 
interview, personal interview 
or the operator can even report 
electronically. Data collection 
begins in late fall and continues 
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through mid-January. Trained enumerators 
or census takers collect the data. The same 
enumerators are used to collect data for NASS year-
round. Strict guidelines are followed in all states to 
ensure comparable results on a national level.
Several steps are taken to verify the accuracy of the 
reports. The fi rst step is a check for reasonableness, 
and any questionable results are double-checked 
with the operator. The results are then entered 
into a secure computer system and checked again 
for extreme yields and outliers in the data. At this 
point, the data are ready to be analyzed. NASS uses 
a system called Interactive Data Analysis System 
or IDAS. With this program, they can graphically 
look at all data that has been reported. It can be 
broken down by district and county at this point 
as well. During this phase, outliers are once again 
identifi ed but by district and county. These are 
checked once more with the operator for accuracy. 
The data are then summarized by district and 
county (or point estimates) for acreage planted 
and harvested, as well as yield. The summary 
indications are compared against “administrative 
data” from the Farm Service Agency (FSA) and 
Risk Management Agency (RMA) at the county 
level. Established estimates are reviewed by the 
NASS Agricultural Statistics Board in Washington, 
D.C. This board reviews Iowa estimates as well 
as other states to check for consistency and once 
again for accuracy. After this fi nal review, the 
acreage and yield estimates are published and made 
available online. 
Summary information is available on the Ag 
Decision Maker website. For other county 
estimates, including other crops, livestock and 
farm numbers, visit the NASS website for Iowa at: 
www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Iowa/index.
asp. 
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For well over 700 years, the legal system in the common-law world has been oriented toward preventing the exploitation of land 
resources by tenants. Initially, that orientation was 
protective of the king with socage tenure assuring 
tenants the opportunity to lessen the value of the 
king’s land by waste or poor husbandry, but more 
recently landlords of all types have been the ben-
efi ciaries of that position of the law. That feature of 
the common law is in accord with the public inter-
est inasmuch as the human family is dependent 
upon the productivity of tillable land for survival. 
In recent years, higher land values and higher cash 
rents coupled with the economic stress of drought 
and other weather adversities have combined to 
underscore the importance of the law as one of the 
major ways of assuring that land tracts are not mis-
managed for the short-term benefi t of the tenant. 
Disputes over the removal of corn stalks (referred 
to as corn stover) from the rented land by a cash 
rent tenant represent just one of the numerous 
ways a tenant’s interest may be more in the short-
term benefi ts rather than in the long-term pro-
ductivity of the land. On the other hand, the law 
has continually demonstrated that the restraints 
imposed on tenants should not place a tenant in an 
economic straitjacket, either.
Waste or substandard husbandry
A tenant’s obligation to preserve the leased prem-
ises includes the duty to refrain from commit-
ting waste or engaging in substandard husbandry 
practices. That includes prohibiting the cutting 
down of trees or destruction of buildings or other 
